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1. Introduction: Climate Change, the greatest threat 
demanding integrated actions:

Climate Change (CC) is the greatest threat that mankind faces 
in the twenty-�rst century. The process is global while impacts 
are most often regional, national or local, demanding 
integrated actions. The responses are multi-sectoral involving 
land, water, energy, socio-economic systems, human health, 
productive capacities and sustainable development 
opportunities. 
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6. The Impacts of COVID-19 on Climate Related Issues: 
The COVID-19 Pandemic impacted the people, livelihoods and economy of 
Bangladesh very badly. This pandemic has enhanced health risk, increased 
poverty, food insecurity, social inequity and vulnerability of millions, 
particularly women in Bangladesh. As vaccination opportunities are nearing. 
All e�orts must be made to access all Bangladeshi citizens with COVID-19 
vaccine, as soon as possible and free of charge.

7. Way Forward to Address the Challenges: 
UNEP in their recent report, 2019 called - “The New Insights in Climate Science” 
shared the critical signs of global climate change with some warnings and 
called upon the global communities and actors to act urgently. The key 
warnings are: (1) climate change is faster and stronger than expected; (2) the 
world is not on the right track; (3) weather extremes have become - a new 
normal across the globe; (4) the poor are hit the hardest; and (5) time may have 
come for social tipping points on climate actions. 

We have to address simultaneously the physical impacts of CC and natural 
disasters, the social vulnerability and the challenges of sustainable 
development. These are to be achieved through right policies, strategies, 
institutionalization and e�ective implementation with better development and 
good governance outcomes. Emerging convergence and synergies developed 
in 2015 between (a) SDGs, (b) Sendai Framework for DRR and (c) Paris Climate 
Agreement has created enormous opportunities for Bangladesh. Experiences 
and learning from communities in di�erent ecosystems on CC Adaptation must 
be integrated. Science based awareness, policies, strategies and response must 
be the basis of all national initiatives.  

More recently, CC has been institutionalized into the Ministry of Environments, 
Forests and Climate Change. But CC still remains a �edgling “wing”. It must be 
rapidly upgraded into a separate “Department of Climate Change” and 
independent division with skilled manpower in Negotiations, Mitigation, 
Adaptation, Capacity Building, Financial Resources Mobilization and Science 
based policy research. Collaboration with research institutes, think tanks, NGOs, 
planning processes, SGDs and other government agencies o�er a great 
opportunity. Institutionalization and good governance practices would be 
major components of all initiatives on CC. 

Bangladesh must keep its rapid economic growth and achievements moving 
forward. For this, growth to be inclusive, equitable and sustainable, integration 
of CC in all its socio-economic activities would be essential. 
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